
WELCOME TO 
THE 32ND ANNUAL 

NATIVE AMERICAN FESTIVAL

Join us as we celebrate Southeastern Native

American Cultures!



A Message From The Festival Organizers

The year 2020 has brought dramatic changes to our daily lives that no one could have imagined
in late 2019. While we would have preferred to continue our longstanding tradition of
bringing together thousands of schoolchildren and families to experience our Festival at
Moundville Archaeological Park, we decided early this summer that this was not going to be
possible. Yet, the idea of altogether abandoning a 32-year festival tradition was also not
acceptable. And so, as have many similar events around the world, the Moundville Native
American Festival has transitioned to a virtual event. We have worked hard to maintain our
annual 4-day on-site event's dynamic feel, and many of our regular performers and
demonstrators will still join you and us this year, albeit in two dimensions instead of three. We
are also excited to present a few new performers who might not have been able to join us for an
on-site festival. We hope that this year of change also helps us reach new audiences around the
country and potentially around the globe who might not know anything about Moundville's
incredible ancient Mississippian city (once the largest city north of Mexico!) or the vibrant and
resilient Southeastern Native American descendent communities. 

Festival Committee
This year's festival organizing committee was led by Lindsey Gordon, Moundville's Education Outreach Coordinator and Festival Director. 
 Together with UA Museums' Communication Coordinator, Rebecca Johnson, they developed, wrote, filmed, produced, and narrated much of 
online content for this year's festival. They were assisted by Allie Sorlie, Education Coordinator for the Alabama Museum of Natural History, who
developed much of the k-12 educational content. the festival committee also included Carlton Bates, Dr. Alex Benitez, Wayne Cobb, Tara Jimmerson,
Dr. Lisa Matherson, John Newman, Lisa Rasco, Amanda Smith, and Janet Wyatt. The committee would also like to acknowledge the contributions of
Dr. Bill Bomar, Executive Director of UA Museums and former Moundville Archaeological Park Director.

Join Us!

Over five days,  tribal members from numerous Native American nations will come together to
share with you their vibrant cultures and enduring traditions. This year's virtual edition
welcomes back many of your favorite artists and performers, including NAMA nominated
Chickasaw band Injunuity, hoop dancer Lyndon Alec, dance group Chickasha Hithla, and emcee,
Grayhawk Perkins!

Live Auction 

Are you interested in directly supporting educational programming at Moundville
Archaeological Park? Then check out this year's virtual silent auction. Bidding starts at 3:00pm
on Saturday of the festival and ends at 4:00 pm. Join us on the Moundville Archaeological Park
YouTube and Facebook pages to participate.



FESTIVAL INFO

Admission

General admission: $10
Virtual field trip: $35

Buy Tickets Here

Broadcast Hours

Monday -Friday: 9:00 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 6:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.

Frequently Asked Questions

When Will Events Be Offered?

Events will be available starting at 9:00 am on Monday, October 5. The last event will begin at 7:00 pm
on Saturday, October 10th.

Many events will be streamed live via YouTube. Those events will air on the date and time indicated on
the schedule. They will also be recorded, and the recordings will be available to ticketholders
through this website until June 1, 2021.

Other events are pre-recorded, and can be viewed at any time during the week of the festival.

Which Events are Free and Which Are Ticketed?

You will see a note next to each event indicating whether it is free or ticketed.

How Can I Access Ticketed Events?

The email address you used to purchase your ticket will be your username. you will then be able
to set a password at the ticketholder login page. After setting the password, simply log in on
that page and you can access the ticketed content from either the ticketholder landing page or
the drop-down menu under “Ticketholders” on the gray main menu bar.

http://festival.museums.ua.edu/buy-tickets/


FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 
Monday: October 5th 

9am    Livestream - Our Festival's History with former festival director Betsy Irwin
11:00am    Dance Performance by the Chikasha Hithla Troupe (Chickasaw) 
1:00pm    Living History Presentation  
6:00pm    Lecture Series: Learn about the incredible Mississippian culture at Moundville with 

  Dr. Kent Reilly  
7:00pm    Tuscaloosa Library: Story time  

Tuesday: October 6th 

9am    Dance Performance by the Mystic Wind Choctaw Dancers 
11:00am    Storytelling with Amy Bluemel  (Chickasaw)
1:00pm    Tools and Weapons demonstration with Bill Skinner
6:00pm    Tuscaloosa Library: Story time 

Wednesday: October 7th 
9am    Seyoh Thrower (Creek) will  discuss traditional uses of plants  
11:00am    Birds of Prey Presentation  
1:00pm    Dance Performance by Hoop Dancer Lyndon Alec (Alabama-Coushatta)
6:00pm    Lecture Series: The Archaeology of Moundville 
7:00pm       Tuscaloosa Library: Story time  

Thursday: October 8th 
9am             Music Performance by flute-player Billy WhiteFox  
10:00am     Interview with Commander and Dr. John Herrington (Chickasaw): The First Native 

         American Astronaut!  
11:00am      Meet John Herrington: Ask an Astronaut 
1:00pm       Living History Presentation:  Rosa Newman- Creek Life 
6:00pm      Tuscaloosa Library: Story time 

 Friday: October 9th 

9am            Music Performance by the award winning band Injunuity (Chickasaw)  
11:00am     Ask an Archaeologist (Live/Paid)
1:00pm      Flintknapping/Stone tool making demonstration with Guy Meador: (Live/Paid)
6:00pm     Lecture Series: Discussion about the film documentary series First Encounter (viewable on 

         the festival website). 
7:00pm     Tuscaloosa Library: Story time 

Saturday: October 10th 

9am           Music Performance by the Grayhawk Band (Native American Jazz and funk music)
11:00am    Music Performance  by flute-player Charlie Mato-Toyela (Cherokee)
1:00pm     Performance  by Comedian Tatanka  Means (Navajo, Oglala Lakota, Omaha)
3:00pm     Live Auction to Benefit Moundville Archaeological Park Education Fund 
7:00pm     Tuscaloosa Library: Story time 



FESTIVAL PARTICIPANTS 

*Full list of participants and programming on our free festival site and pay to access festival site

Performers
ALABAMA WILDLIFE CENTER: Birds of Prey Program (Pelham, AL)
 LYNDON ALEC: Hoop Dancing (Alabama-Coushatta – Livingston, TX)
 AMY BURTON BLUEMEL: Storytelling (Chickasaw – Joshua, TX) 
CHIKASHA HITHLA: Chickasaw Stomp Dancing (Ada, OK) 
THE GRAYHAWK JAZZ BAND: Jazz with a Native Kick (New Orleans, LA) 
INJUNUITY: Contemporary Southeastern Flute Music (Chickasaw/Choctaw – Ada, OK) 
MYSTIC WIND CHOCTAW DANCERS: Choctaw Social Dancing & Culture (Choctaw, MS) 
GRAYHAWK PERKINS: Emcee, Music & Storytelling (Choctaw/Houma– Mandeville, LA) 
BILLY WHITEFOX: Flute Music & Storytelling (Muscogee – Panama City, FL) 
CHARLIE AND MAKANI MATO-TOYELO: Flute Music (Cherokee– Slocomb, AL)

 Demonstrators
TAMERA BEANE: Repoussé Copperwork (Collinsville, AL) 
TONY GARTER: Children’s Stickball (Lakota – New Hope, AL) 
BILL SKINNER: Ancient Tools & Weapons (Thomaston, AL)
ANDREA THOMPSON: Beadwork (Choctaw –Henning, TN)
CLAUDIA THOMPSON: Rivercane Basketry (Choctaw – Ripley, TN)
SEHOY THROWER: Plants Used for Food & Medicine (Creek– Atmore, AL) 
MARY T. NEWMAN: Pottery Making & Firing (Cherokee – Ashland, TN)
GUY MEADOR: Flint knapping, Jewelry (Meridian, MS)

 Living History Presenters
WALTER GOWAN: Hunting & Fishing Equipment (Alexander City, AL) 
ROSA NEWMAN HALL: Creek Women’s Camp Life (Tuscaloosa, AL) 



SPONSORED SUPPORT
Our sponsors provide the Moundville Native American Festival with funding,

supplies, equipment, staffing and services. We gratefully acknowledge their annual
contributions.

Corporate Sponsors:

Alabama Bicentennial Commission
EBSCO 

Moundville Telephone Company 
Bank of Moundville

Organizations who annually contribute to the success of our festival:

Alabama Museum of Natural History 
Paul W. Bryant Museum 

 Discovering Alabama Television Series 
Gorgas House Museum

 Mildred Westervelt Warner Transportation Museum
Office of Archaeological Research 
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